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Credit Punishment from the Perspective of Functionalism

CHEN Guodong

Abstract: Credit punishment is the core of social credit system construction, and its scientific
definition determines the governance efficiency, systematization and legalization level of social credit
system. However, the normative research methods on credit punishment can not meet the needs of the
further improvement of the social credit system. To this end, we need to introduce functionalism method
and define credit punishment from the efficiency of dishonesty governance. From this perspective, credit
punishment is a means to control the risk of credit rather than sanctions for breach of trust, a social joint
defensive measure, and a governance measure based on credit database and credit algorithm. It is not
only fully feasible due to the support of big data, but also highly normative because it relies more on the
spontaneous implementation of social subjects rather than the coercive force of the state, and is highly
compatible with the “co-construction, co-governance and sharing” of social governance. In order to give
full play to the efficiency of credit punishment, we should continue to follow the idea of
“co-construction, co-governance and sharing”, and make good use of digital technology to improve
credit punishment. To this end, we should expand the scope of credit information, enhance the common
sharing of credit information, build a unified and diversified punishment mechanism for dishonesty, and
standardize credit punishment by law.

Keywords: Credit Punishment; Normalism; Functionalism; Normative; Co-construction, Co-

governance and Sharing
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