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Crossing over the Idea Fence: Reflection on the International
Character of Administrative Law

YAO Jinju

Abstract: Administrative law has long been deemed as traditional domestic public law,
which makes itself separate from international law. This separation in mind between domestic
public law and public international law has existed even since late Ming Dynasty and Qing
Dynasty. When the origin and settlement of realistic problems are considered, International law
did actually originate from domestic law. Domestic laws of other states, including
administrative law, have influenced and helped to create international law, while international
law has been influencing domestic laws including administrative law. Administrative law,
especially administrative law in China, has international characteristics since it emerged. It
was the international law which opened the door of ancient China for legal civilization and rule
of law. And current China needs crossing over the idea fence between international law and
administrative law through continuous and profound dialogue, finding and re-recognizing the
international characteristics of administrative law, performing the function of administrative
law to contribute to the “Going-global” Strategies, participating in global governance and
building a community with a shared future for mankind.

Keywords: International law; Administrative law; Idea Fence; International Characteristics
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