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Digital Labor in the Sharing Economy: from Production to Allocation

HU Ling

Abstract: Confronting the rise of digital labor in the sharing economy, current studies focus
on the flexible work caused by information technology, judicial standard, legislative protection,
etc., trying to respond to the new phenomenon by law. However, there are at least four problem to
be solved yet that this paper tries to explore further: (1) to distinguish different types of digital
labor in theory, so as to decide which type could be protected by labor law; (2) to realize the
infrastructural function of the sharing economy platform in terms of organizing and motivating
productive resources, so as to provide a new perspective to understand subordination theory; (3) to
realize that labor relationship is just part of a bigger picture of economic allocation, so as to
explore more pluralistic ways of allocation; and (4) to provide indication for judicial decision in a
more systematic way, so as to keep observing the how the Internet brings challenges for labor and
production in the society.

Keywords: Sharing Economy; Digital Labor; Commercialization; Subordination; Allocation

Mechanism
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